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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Applicant's pre-brief conference request filed on 01/03/2008 have 
been received and entered in the case. 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 1/03/2008, with respect to the claims 
have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the prior 
rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a 
new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of a different 
interpretation of a previously applied reference. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section 
made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) The invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or 
a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one 
year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1, 5-9, 13-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
clearly anticipated by Yoshiaki Fujita JP Patent No. 05116869 A. 

Referring to claim 1 Fujita discloses an elevator system as 
claimed (see all figures and respective portions of the 
specification) . Fujita depicts from figure 2, a roller guide assembly 
for an elevator system having a roller (10) having a hardness that 
varies responsive to a magnetic field produced by magnetic field 
generator (23) . 
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As to claim 5, Fujita depicts in figure 2 a magnetic field 
generator (23) adjacent to roller (10) selectively controllable to 
vary the hardness of the roller (10) . 

Referring to claim 6, Fujita depicts in figure 5, a plurality of 
rollers (10) and a plurality of magnetic field generators (23) . 

As to claims 7 and 8, even though Fujita discloses a magnetic 
field generator (23) forming an electromagnet, the use of permanent 
magnet is also readily available and well known in the art. 

Referring to claim 9, Fujita discloses an elevator system as 
claimed. Fujita further depicts in figure 5 at least one guide rail 
(3), an elevator car (5) movable along the guide rail (3); a roller 
(10) supported for movement with the elevator car (5), the roller (10) 
rolling along a surface of the guide rail (3) and having a hardness 
that varies responsive to a magnetic field produced by a magnetic 
field generator (23) . 

As to claim 13, Fujita depicts in figure 5, a plurality of 
rollers (10) and a plurality of magnetic field generators (23) . 

Referring to claims 14 and 15, Fujita discloses a controller (25) 
that selectively and individually controls the magnetic field 
generators (23) . Additionally, including a sensor device (24) that 
provides information regarding orientation of the elevator car (5) and 
the controller receiving information from this sensor to responsively 
control the magnetic field generator to vary the roller hardness. 

As to claims 16-19, the method steps are inherent in the product 
structure of claims 1, 9, 14 and 15 above. Fujita further discloses 
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that the roller are provided with a magnetic fluid (22) having a 
viscosity that changes responsive to a magnetic field. Furthermore, 
the use of controller (25) and sensor (24) to vary the strength of the 
magnetic field independently for each roller (10) and determining the 
level of vibration of the car (5) as the car moves along the guide 
rail (3) is taught by Fujita. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 2-4 and 10-12 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in 
independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Eduardo Colon- 
Santana whose telephone number is (571)272-2060. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 7:00am - 4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, 
the examiner's supervisor, Lincoln Donovan can be reached on (571) 
272-2800 X.37. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) 
system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for 
unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http: //pair- 
direct . uspto . gov . Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217- 
9197 (toll-free) . If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer 
Service Representative or access to the automated information system, 
call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Eduardo Colon-Santana 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2837 

ECS 

May 23, 2008 
/Lincoln Donovan/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2837 



